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REGISTRATION

Online Registration

All registrations must be completed through the official online registration system
at:

« eastcoastelitedancechallenge.com
« dancebug.com

Students may be added, deleted, or edited by the studio until the event is
officially closed.

Registration access is available 24/7 until the event is closed.

Accuracy of Registration Information

Studios are responsible for the accuracy of all registration information.

Dancers’ birth dates must be entered correctly. Incorrect birth dates may affect:

e age division placement,




e access to personal schedules,
« parent access to downloadable videos or media, where offered.

All names and ages of all dancers must appear on the registration for any given
entry or the entry may be rejected.

Registration Completion and Payment

Registration is not complete until payment is received. We accept Money Orders
which can be mailed to East Coast Elite PO BOX 195 Hornell NY 14843, Venmo

(TarahGreen@EastCoastEliteDanceChallenge), Credit Card (please note all CC

transactions will incur a 3.5% Processing Fee.

All funds must be paid in U.S. currency only.

All competition fees are per person, per entry.

Online registration must be confirmed and paid in order for entries to be
processed.

Entry Acceptance

Entries are accepted on a first-come, first-served
Entries are limited by the amount of performance time available.

Entries received after the registration deadline may be accepted only if space
and scheduling permit.

East Coast Elite Dance Challenge (“ECEDC?”) reserves the right to refuse the
entry of any studio.

ECEDC does not accept independent entries.
Registration Deadline

All entries must be submitted no later than 30 days prior to the first day of
competition.

This deadline is required for printed program production and event scheduling.

Late Entries, Omissions, and Changes




Late Fees will apply for any entries that come in after the registration deadline in
each city.

« entries received after the 30-day deadline,
e Omissions,

o requested changes, where applicable.

Additional entries requested after invoices have been issued will be reviewed on
a case-by-case basis.

Approved late entries will be charged at the full late fee amount, including any
applicable late fees, regardless of previously applied discounts.

Payment for approved late entries must be received before those entries are
included in the final schedule.

CHANGE FEES: Any changes that are made to any entry (7) days prior to the
competition start date will incur a change fee. (for example: Classification Level
Change, Name Change and or Age Level Change)

Payment Methods

We accept Money Orders or Cashiers Checks which can be mailed to East Coast
Elite PO BOX 195 Hornell NY 14843, Venmo
(TarahGreen@EastCoastEliteDanceChallenge), Credit Card (please note all CC
transactions will incur a 3.5% Processing Fee.

No personal checks or business checks for payment.

Any unpaid entries will not be allowed to perform. All Entry Fees are to be PIF
30 days prior to the start of each event. Please plan accordingly.

A $50.00 service fee will be assessed for any returned check or failed bank
payment.

Rebate programs will be voided if a payment is returned for any reason.

Refunds, Credits, and Medical Withdrawals

Absolutely no cash refunds will be issued except where specifically stated
otherwise in these Rules.

In place of a refund, a credit may be issued for a future regional event.




If a dancer cannot attend due to injury or illness, the studio must contact the
ECEDC office at least 24 hours prior to the start of the event.

To be eligible for a medical credit, a doctor’s note must be submitted within 30
days by email to the ECEDC office.

Approved credits must be used within one year from the date of issue and apply
only to eligible regional fees.

If a rebate check is issued, it will be made payable to the studio that originally
registered and mailed to the attention of the studio director.

If a venue does not run or the event is canceled by ECEDC, a full refund will be
issued.

Gift Certificates, Discounts, and Promotions

Gift certificates awarded during the 2026 season for use in the 2027 season will
be deducted from total entry fees before applying discounts or promotional offers.
All Regional Dollars for 2027 will be uploaded to Studio Accounts upon
registering for the 2027 Season.

Discounts tied to mailed deposits are honored only if entry fees are received by
the competition deadline.

Gift certificates have no cash value.

Gift certificates may be used only toward:

« the immediate next competition season, or

« the current upcoming National event, as specified by ECEDC.

Studio discounts and promotional offers are applied per regional event and may
not be combined across multiple regional events..

Scheduling Requests

Specific scheduling requests must be submitted by email to:
Scheduling@eastcoastelitedancechallenge.com

Scheduling requests are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis and are not
guaranteed.

Studios are strongly encouraged to remain flexible and reserve the full weekend
for any 2027 Regional Event.




If a competitor does not perform on the scheduled day for that division, the
routine will be judged for adjudication only and will not be eligible for overall top
score awards.

Major scheduling conflicts, including proms, weddings, and similar studio
conflicts, should be included at the time of registration or submitted by email no
later than four weeks prior to the competition.

Please send all scheduling requests to:
Scheduling@eastcoastelitedancechallenge.com

Requests received later than four weeks prior to the competition cannot be
guaranteed.

Change Freeze and Final Schedule

Changes cannot be accepted 7 days prior to an event.

Directors will receive schedules, performance times, and routine numbers
approximately 10 Days Prior to the first day of competition.

All changes and edits to entries must be submitted by email to:
information@eastcoastelitedancechallenge.com

CHANGE FEES: Any changes that are made to any entry (12) days prior to the
competition start date will incur a $10.00 per change fee. (for example:
Classification Level Change, Name Change and or Age Level Change)

Once schedules are posted, routines will not be moved.

Event Operations and Scheduling Format

ECEDC structures schedules based on the number and type of entries received
and applicable scheduling requests.

ECEDC may or may not add breaks if the competition is running more than 45
minutes ahead of schedule.

ECEDC reserves the right to use traditional or nontraditional scheduling formats,
including block scheduling and hybrid scheduling, based on operational or public
health needs.

Changes in scheduling format, venue procedures, public health requirements, or
mask policies are not grounds for a refund.

Release Forms




This form will need to be signed by the parent/legal guardian of every dancer that
is competing in any said event at East Coast Elite Dance Challenge.

A studio may submit a master sheet listing all dancers with parent/legal guardian
signatures if accepted by ECEDC.

If required forms are not received, dancers may not be permitted to compete.

AGE GROUPS

Age Divisions
The following age divisions apply:

Mini Star Division: 3—4 Years

Petite Star Division: 5-6 Years
Rising Star Division: 7—8 Years
Pre-Junior Star Division: 9-10 Years
Junior Star Division: 11-12 Years
Teen Star Division: 13—15 Years
Senior Star Division: 16—19 Years
Adult Division: 20 Years and Older

Adult Division

The Adult Division may include:

e parents,

o studio directors,

o full-time instructors,

o student instructors,

e choreographers,

« working performers,

« and any person age 20 or older.

Teachers may not compete in student categories.

Adult routines are adjudicated and compete for the Top Adult Award only.

Adult Groups are not eligible for High Score, Overall High Score, or
Choreography Awards.




Age Calculation

All ages are determined as of January 1, 2027 for the 2027 competition season.
For Duos, Trios, and Groups, the age division is determined by the average
age of the performers.

To determine average age, add all ages and drop the decimal point.

Example: an average age of 12.5 competes as 12, in the 11-12 Junior Star
Division.

Any dancer may choose to compete in an older age division than their calculated
average age.

Competitors must provide proof of age if requested by competition directors.

Age Protests and Ties
Any protest must be presented in writing within 30 minutes of the incident.
All protests must be signed and submitted by the studio director.

In the event of a tie, the tie will be broken by the highest combined technical
score. If there is a tie within the highest combined technical score, the decision
will be made by the panel of judges in any given city. All Judges Decisions are
Final.

LEVELS

General Classification Rule

All entries must be placed in the correct level, age division, and category.

Each entry level (ECEDC 4 Levels of Classification) is eligible for High Score
Awards.

Judges and ECEDC Management reserve the right to reclassify any entry that is
deemed improperly placed.

Any routine bumped to another level may be ineligible for Overall/Top Awards.

Rising Challenger Classification/Novice (Pre-Novice)

For beginner students with no competition experience.
Recommended for dancers with 1-1.5 hours or less of dance instruction per
week.




Intended for dancers new to all styles of dance with limited time in the studio.

This classification will be closely monitored, and improperly placed dancers may
be moved to the next level.

Challenger Classification /Pre-Competitive (Novice)

Recommended for dancers with limited competition experience.

Recommended for dancers with 2—3 hours or less of dance instruction per week.
Dancers in Challenger may not compete in the Top Challenger Classification.

In group entries, placement is determined by the average level makeup of all
dancers.

Group routines placed in Rising Challenger/Pre-Novice & Challenger/Novice
must consist entirely of Rising Challenger/Pre-Novice & Challenger/Novice
dancers.

High Challenger Classification /Competitive (Intermediate)

Designed for dancers with moderate competition experience.

Recommended for dancers with 3.5-5.5 hours of dance instruction per week.

Dancers should properly execute basic skills and begin demonstrating advanced
movements.

Top Challenger Classification /Advanced

Designed for dancers with significant competition experience and strong
technical abilities.

Recommended for dancers with 6 or more hours of dance instruction per week.

Dancers should demonstrate advanced technique, strength, control, precision,
lines, and performance quality.

Additional Level Guidelines

Weekly class time includes all class and rehearsal time.

If an entry contains 50% or more dancers from the next higher level, the routine
must compete in the higher level.




In mixed-level routines, more than 50% of the dancers must be from the level in
which the routine is entered.

Group routines placed in the Rising Challenger level must consist entirely of
Rising Challenger dancers.

Studio directors are responsible for reevaluating dancer levels before each new

season and prior to registration. PLEASE CHECK AGE DIVISIONS AS WELL
WHEN REGISTERING YOUR DANCERS FOR EAST COAST ELITE! &

ROUTINE CATEGORIES

General Category Rule

Entries must be entered in the category that best reflects the primary style of the
routine.

East Coast Elite reserves the right to reclassify any routine entered in the wrong
category.

Category Definition

Acro/Gymnastics

Must include controlled acrobatic movement such as limbers, handstands,
walkovers, chest rolls, tumbling passes, flexibility, and/or contortion. Dance and
acro should be combined.

Adult Category

For performers 20 years and older only. Any style is permitted. Adult entries
compete only for the Top Adult Award.

Ballet

Must include classical or contemporary ballet technique and movement. Ballet
slippers only. No pointe shoes. No acrobatic/gymnastic tricks.

Ballroom

Must consist of core ballroom elements showcasing traditional or Latin technique.

Baton




Routine using baton(s). Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.

Character

Must portray a character throughout the entire routine. Lip syncing is
permitted. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.

Cheer-Dance

Consists of cheerleading or dance team technique and may include hand props.

Clogging

Must consist of clogging technique performed in clogging shoes. Up to 3
acrobatic/gymnastic tricks allowed.

Contemporary

Must fuse lyrical or jazz movement with modern elements. Should demonstrate
extension and balance. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.
Ethnic/Folkloric

Must contain an ethnic dance style such as Hawaiian, Spanish, Polka, Irish, or
similar. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.

Hip Hop

Must consist primarily of street, funk, or MTV/commercial style. Must
contain 80% hip-hop style. Inappropriate or age-inappropriate content may result
in disqualification. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.

Inspirational Star

Designed for dancers with exceptional mental and/or physical disabilities or
special needs. All solos in this division must compete in this category. Dancers in
this category must be placed in Rising Challenger Classification and are eligible
for Overall Top Scores and Title.

Jazz

Must contain primarily classic jazz technique. No more than 20% hip-
hop style. Up to 3 acrobatic/gymnastic tricks allowed.

Jazz Funk




Contains elements of hip hop and/or street jazz.

Kick

A kick routine using a variety of kick styles, dance skills, choreography, and
staging. Kicks must be used for at least 75% of the routine.

Liturgical

Religious-themed dance style incorporating one or more dance forms. Any
number of acrobatic tricks allowed.

Lyrical

Must interpret the lyrics, mood, and content of the music and tell the story of the
song. Should include balance, flexibility, and control. Up to 3 acrobatic/gymnastic
tricks allowed.

Military

A precise percussive style emphasizing control, focus, and clean lines.

Modern

Must include stretch and flex through the legs and feet with contraction and
extension through the body. Should demonstrate balance, control, off-center
work, and extension. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.

Musical Theatre

Must interpret a song from a Broadway or movie musical and should include
character and theatrical presentation. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.
Open

For routines that do not fit an existing category or combine two or more
categories, excluding Acro/Gymnastics. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.
Pointe

Must include classical or contemporary pointe technique. Pointe shoes only. No
acrobatic/gymnastic tricks allowed.

Pom/Drill Team

Routine emphasizing cheer/dance team technique with poms, sharp motion,
kicks, jumps, and formation changes. Any number of acrobatic tricks allowed.




Song & Dance

Must contain 50% live singing and 50% dance. No lip syncing. No lead vocals on
accompaniment track. Back-up vocals are permitted. A 5-point deduction will
apply if lead vocals are present on the track. Props and acro are permitted.
ECEDC will provide up to two microphones. No additional personal audio
equipment may be connected.

Student Choreography

Routine choreographed by students with minimal instructor assistance. Any
number of acrobatic tricks allowed. Must be registered specifically under Student
Choreography to be eligible for the Student Choreography Award.

Tap

Must consist primarily of tap technique. Tap shoes only. No tap sounds may be
included in the music. Up to 3 acrobatic/gymnastic tricks allowed.

Vocal

Any vocal presentation. No lead vocals allowed on accompaniment; backup
vocals are permitted. Vocal entries receive separate high score consideration
when division minimums are met.

DIVISIONS & TIME LIMITS

Entry Divisions

Solo: 1 performer

Duo/Trio: 2—-3 performers

Small Group: 4-9 performers

Large Group: 10-19 performers
Line/Production Group: 20-39 performers
Grand Line/Production Group: 40+ performers

Time Limits

Solo: 2:45 (1 Dancer)

Duo/Trio: 3:00 (2-3 Dancers)

Small Group: 3:00 (4-9 Dancers)

Large Group: 3:30 (10-19 Dancers)
Line/Production Group: 5:00 (20-39 Dancers)
Grand Line/Production Group: 7:00 (40 + Dancers)




Time Limit Deductions

Each routine is allowed a 10-second grace period.
After the grace period, 1 point will be deducted for each second over the limit.

Additional Time Purchase

Groups, Line Production, and Grand Line/Production entries may purchase up
to 3 additional minutes.

Cost is $10.00 per entry, per additional minute. Please plan accordingly. This
must be filled out completely when entering the Group, Line Production or Grand
Line Production.

Performer Visibility Rule

Any person visible on stage after the routine begins and before it ends will be
considered a performer and subject to performer count and age rules, except
where specifically defined as a human prop.

Entry Restrictions

There is no limit to the total number of entries a studio may submit.

Competing dancers may not compete against themselves in the same category
with identical performers in Solo, Duo, or Trio divisions.

The same competitor may not compete more than once in the same category
and age group in a Solo entry.

Soloists may compete in up to three solos.

Only the highest scoring solo by that competitor will be considered for top overall
high score awards.

Solos may not be entered in multiple levels.

If a soloist wins first overall in one ECEDC city, the same solo may still be
competed at another ECEDC city later in the same season.

In a Duo/Trio, at least one dancer must be different when competing in the same
category.

Competitors may compete against themselves in Groups and Lines.

The exact same performers may not place more than once for High Score in the
Solo, Duo, or Trio Division.




Competing dancers may compete for one studio only.
Dancers and routines may compete in more than one ECEDC regional city.

Entries must compete prior to their awards ceremony to be eligible for High
Score Awards.

All routines must compete on the day and time assigned or they will be
adjudicated only and not eligible for Top Score Awards.

Vocal routines are not eligible for high score awards unless there are 3 or
more entries in the division. If there are 3 or more, a vocal overall will be
awarded.

JUDGING

Judges

ECEDC judges are selected based on training, experience, industry knowledge,
and professionalism.

Judges consider choreography, technique, showmanship, and precision.

Scoring

Each judge may award up to 100 points per entry.
Scores are based on a panel of three judges.

The total of all three judges determines final placement.

Judging Criteria
Each judge scores as follows:

Technique: up to 35 points

Showmanship: up to 25 points

Choreography & Content: up to 15 points

Precision: up to 15 points

Costume / Music / Overall Appearance: up to 10 points

Tie Breaking




In the event of a tie, the tie will be broken using the highest combined technical
score.

Judges’ Decisions

All judges’ decisions are final.

Studio owners, teachers, competitors, and parents may not discuss scores,
comments, or results with judges.

A protest may only be initiated by a studio director and must be submitted in
writing within 30 minutes of the incident.

Protests may not be submitted after an awards ceremony.

Access to Critiques

Adjudications will be uploaded to studio accounts within 24 hours of each
regional event.

Score sheets and online critiques will be made available to studio directors within
approximately 24 hours after each event, as stated by ECEDC.

AWARDS

General Awards Policy

ECEDC believes all competitors should be recognized for their achievements.

Awards are presented for Solos, Duos/Trios, Small Groups, Large Groups,
Line/Production Groups, and Grand Line/Production Groups.

Adjudication Rankings

Based on total score, entries may receive:

. Gold
. High Gold




e Platinum
o Empire Elite Platinum

Scoring Ranges

Rising Challenger (No Empire Elite Platinum Ranking at this Level)

« Platinum: 280-289
o High Gold: 265-275.9
o« Gold: 250-264.9

Challenger (No Empire Elite Platinum Ranking at this Level)

o Platinum: 290-300
» High Gold: 275-289.9
o Gold: 265-274.9

High Challenger

« Empire Elite Platinum: 293-300
o Platinum: 285-292.9

« High Gold: 275-284.9

o Gold: 263-274.9

Top Challenger

« Empire Elite Platinum: 295-300
o Platinum: 290-294.9

« High Gold: 278-289.9

o Gold: 263-277.9

High Score Awards
High Score Awards are given in each competition level, age division, and size
division.

Competitors must compete on the assigned day and time to be eligible for overall
awards.

ECEDC will recognize up to the Top 10 highest-scoring entries in each
classification and age division.




ECEDC will recognize the Top Placement by Category in each classification and
age division.

Regional Dollar Gift Certificate Awards

First-place high score entries will receive a plaque, trophy, or banner and a
Regional Dollar Certificate to be used for 2028 Regionals.

For Solo, Duo/Trio, Small Group, and Large Group/Line Production Divisions:

If there are 6 or more entries, first place receives a $50 gift certificate for
2028 regional fees.

If there are fewer than 6 entries, first place receives a $25 gift certificate
for 2028 regional fees.

For Line/Production and Grand Line/Production:

If there are 6 or more entries, first place receives a $50 gift certificate.
If there are fewer than 6 entries, first place receives a $25 gift certificate.

Additional Awards

Awards may include, but are not limited to:

Judges Awards

Choreography Awards

Student Choreography Awards

Top Costume Award for 12 Yrs. & Younger and 13 Yrs. & Older
Photogenic Award for 12 Yrs. & Younger and 13 Yrs. & Older
Top Adult Award

Top Studio Award

Top Class Studio Award

Well-Rounded Studio Award

Premiere Star Award

Fantastic Footwork Award

Total Technique Award

Visionary Award

Vocal Award

Total Commitment Award




o Artist & Athlete Award

e Most Entertaining Awards

« Highest Score for 12 Yrs. & Younger and 13 Yrs. & Older
« Highest Overall Score in Each Regional City

« Spotlight Winners in Every Regional City—Every Spotlight Award given is

automatically invited to come to our National Event and reperform their
Spotlight Dance in our Grand Spotlight Showcase!

« National Dollars Awarded in Every City
« Senior Recognition Awards

o Stand Out Star Picks

o First-Time Competitor Awards

Adult Division Awards

Adult entries compete only for the Top Adult Award.

Student Choreography Award

To be eligible, the routine must be registered under Student Choreography as the

category.

Vocal Awards

Vocal awards are awarded separatety in Soto, Duo/Trio, and Group divisions
when minimum entry counts are met.

Top Studio Award
The Top Studio Award may be awarded based on:
« the highest number of Platinum/Empire Elite Platinum awards, or

« the highest cumulative total of a studio’s Top 10 scores.
o Must have 10 or more entries to qualify for this award.

Award Purchase and Donation

Awards may be purchased at the event or ordered after the event by
emailing: information@eastcoastelitedancechallenge.com




Studios may elect to donate awards to charity at $5.00 per award in lieu of
receiving the physical award.

TITLE, PHOTOGENIC, COSTUME, IMPROVISATION,
DANCE BATTLE AND PARENT/STUDIO STAFF DANCE
OFF

Solo Title Competition, Duo & Trio Title Competition, Small & Large Group Title
Competition and Production/Grand Line Production Title Competition

Title is a non-gender-specific category.
Judging factors include:

« stage presence,
« overall appeal,
e uniqueness,

« showmanship,

e costuming,

« technique.

Solo, Duo/Trio & Group Title participants must register the same solo(s), duo(s),
trios(s) and group(s) competed at regionals for National Titles.

Competitors may enter up to Three Solos for Title and unlimited Titles for
Duos/Trios, Small & Large Groups and Production Lines.

Solo, Duo, Trio and or Group Title Entries incur an additional fee beyond the
standard solo/duo/trio/group entry fee.

All Solo, Duo, Trio and or Groups Title Contestants are eligible for Overall Top
Scores.

Solo, Duo, Trio and or Group Title Age Divisions

e Mini Star: 34

o Petite Star: 5-6

« Rising Star: 7-8

e Pre-Junior Star: 9-10
e Junior Star: 11-12




o Teen Star: 13—-15
e Senior Star: 16-19

Solo Title Presentation

Each Solo Title Contestant will introduce themselves before performing, including
a couple of questions about themselves. Questions will be geared towards each
age bracket.

Sample Questions for Solo Titles:

Petite/Mini Stars: Why do you like dancing? What your is your favorite color? Do
you have any pets?

Rising Stars: What is your favorite dance style? Is there anyone you would like to
thank? Give us your favorite memory of dance class?

Pre-Junior & Junior Stars: What made you go out for Title? Who is your
inspiration and why? What would you tell a Soloist considering to go out for Title?

Teens & Seniors: Who is your Role Model and Why? What has been your
greatest accomplishment in dance? How do you balance academics, dance and
other extracurricular activities?

o Every Solo contestant must provide a headshot, to be uploaded via
Dancebug before the start of the Regional/National Event.

« Awards will be presented to the title winner and runner-up in all age
divisions and classifications. Awards for Solo Title Winners will include: A
$25.00 National Solo Title Credit to be used at 2027 Nationals, a
customized lapel pin, a plaque, trophy or banner and a Tiara. Awards for
Solo Title Runner Ups will include: A customized lapel pin, a plaque,
trophy or banner.

PLEASE NOTE FOR ALL DUO/TRIO AND GROUP TITLE ENTRIES,
THERE WILL BE NO INTERVIEW PROCESS. Awards will be presented
to the title winners and runner-ups in all age divisions and classifications.

Awards for Duo/Trio Title Winners will include: A $25.00 National Duo/Trio
Title Credit to be used at 2027 Nationals, a customized lapel pin for each
dancer in a Duo/Trio, One plaque, trophy or banner, and a Tiara for each
dancer in the Duo/Trio Entry. Awards for Duo/Trio Runner Up will include
One Plaque, trophy or banner and a customized lapel pin for each dancer
in a Duo/Trio.

All Small & Large Group and Production Line Title Winners will include: A
$50.00 National Group Title Credit to be used at 2027 Nationals, One
plaque, trophy or banner for each Group Title Winner and a Tiara for each




dancer in the Title Winning Group Entry. Awards for Title Runner Ups will
include: One plaque, trophy or banner and each dancer in the winning
group entry will receive a customized lapel pin.

Photogenic Competition

All photogenic contestants must be registered competitors at the event.

One photo per entry must be uploaded to each regional city for consideration.

Photos must be recent and no larger than 8” x 10”.

8.2.5. Photos must be labeled with:

e Name,
e age,
e« address,

e phone number,

« studio name.

Judging criteria include:

e Visual appeal,

e expressiveness,

« age appropriateness,
e composition,

« lighting,

o quality.

One winner will be selected per regional, as stated by ECEDC.

The Photogenic winner will receive a banner, plaque or trophy and $75.00
Regional Dollars to be used in the 2028 Regional Season.

Winning photographs may not be returned.

Top Costume Award

Costume entries must be registered during online registration.

Costume is judged during routine performance.




Judging criteria include:

e design,
o fit,
o overall impression,

e presentation.
Winners are announced at final awards.

The Costume Winner will receive a banner, plaque or trophy and $75.00
Regional Dollars to be used in the 2028 Regional Season.

Improvisation Dance-Off

Offered at regional competitions for all age brackets

Entry fee: $25.00 per dancer.

Winners in each Age bracket receive a trophy, plaque, or banner and $25.00
National Dollars to be used at 2027 Nationals.

Dance Battle
Offered at regional competitions for all age brackets
Entry Fee: $25.00 per dancer. Registration will be done at the Regional Event.

Winners in each age bracket receive a trophy, plaque, or banner and $25.00
National Dollars to be used at 2027 Nationals.

Parent/Studio Staff Dance Off
Calling all Studio Staff and Dance Parents! It is your time to shine at one of our
Regional Events! All Studio Staff and Parents are welcome to sign up for this fun

event! Signups will take place on site at Retail at just $10.00/Per Participant.

Winners will receive a trophy, plaque, or banner and $25.00 in National Dollars to
be used at 2027 Nationals.

PROPS




General Prop Rule

Props are permitted if they are safe and manageable.

Prohibited ltems

The following are prohibited unless specifically approved by ECEDC:

fire,

swords,

knives,

liquid,

gel,

aerosol,

glitter,

paint,

powder,

chalk,

fog,

smoke,

props requiring venue power,
unweighted helium balloons.

Safety and Size Restrictions

Props must be freestanding.

Scenery or backdrops requiring theater fly bars may not be used.

Competitors may not stand above 6'6” on a prop.

Props over 10’6” in height may not fit and are not guaranteed.

Props and costume pieces may not be thrown into the judges’ area or audience.

All props must be safe for marly flooring. Any damage done to marly by props

may incur a replacement cost.

Setup and Removal




Setup and removal time must be kept to a maximum of one minute. If more than
one minute will be required to assemble props, please note, that there is a fee
that will be incurred over the allowed time to set up and disassemble props.

Please see below:

Additional Time Purchase for Prop Setup and Removal

Solos, Duos/Trios, Groups, Line Production, and Grand Line/Production entries
may purchase up to 5 additional minutes.

Cost is $25.00 per entry, per additional minute. Please plan accordingly. This
must be filled out completely when entering the Solo, Duos, Trios, Group, Line
Production or Grand Line Production.

If litter or debris is left on stage, it must be cleaned immediately after the routine.

Props may not be built backstage.

Human Props

A human prop is a visible person acting as a prop but not dancing with the group.
A human prop must pay as a participant.
A human prop will not be factored into the age level of the routine.

A person who briefly enters only to hold a prop from behind and is not visible to
the audience is not considered a human prop.

Management Authority

ECEDC reserves the right to prohibit any prop for safety or operational reasons.

MUSIC

Upload Requirement

All music must be uploaded through DanceBUG no later than 10 days prior to the
start of each regional event.

Backup Music

Studios must bring a backup copy of music in another format, such as:




e iPhone
e iPod
« other approved device.

Music Quality

ECEDC, its sound technicians, and venue staff are not responsible for poorly
recorded music.

Song & Dance / Vocal Restrictions

No lead vocals are permitted on accompaniment tracks for Song & Dance or
Vocal where prohibited by category rule.

Backup vocals are permitted where stated.

Music Licensing

Studios are responsible for obtaining all required licenses for music or other
works used in connection with the event, including where applicable:

o ASCAP,
« BMI,
« SESAC,

« and any similar licensing organizations.

Studios must make direct payment and accounting for such use and provide
proof if requested.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Photography and Video

Video recording, movie cameras, still photography, FaceTime, video chats, and
similar recording methods are strictly prohibited unless expressly authorized by
ECEDC.

Violations may result in disqualification.

Recording and photography are also prohibited in dressing rooms.




Studio directors are responsible for informing families of the no-photo/no-video
policy.

ECEDC may provide authorized photo and video purchasing options.

Livestream may or may not be available depending on venue connection and
operations.

Competitor Readiness

Competitors should be ready to perform 1.5 hours prior to scheduled
performance time.

Competitors must perform when scheduled unless approved otherwise by the
backstage manager or competition directors.

Routine delays are only permitted for reasonable costume changes.

Schedule Control

ECEDC reserves the right to modify the schedule to keep the event running on
time.

Awards may run ahead of schedule.
Participants should arrive for awards at least 1.5 hours prior to the posted awards

time.

Performance Order and Adjudication-Only Status

No competitor may perform out of order unless approved by ECEDC.

Routines that do not perform on the assigned day and time will be adjudicated
only and will not be eligible for top score awards.

A 2-point deduction may be made for dancers who leave the stage before
completing the performance.

If they re-perform, they will be judged for adjudication only and will not be eligible
for overalls.

Venue Access

Venue doors open approximately one hour prior to competition start.




Auditorium/theater doors open approximately 30 minutes prior to competition
start.

For the first session of the day, do not arrive earlier than 45 minutes before
access time unless instructed.

Stage and Backstage Rules

Only performers, teachers, and staff are allowed on stage before, during, or after
competition.

All Dancers competing must be represented by a Studio Director, Designated
Studio Staff or a designated studio representative upon arriving to the Regional
and through the duration that said dancers are at the event competing.

Rosin is permitted.

Dancers may not jump on or off the stage.

Dancers should remain at least 1 foot back from the edge of the marly floor and
should not dance off the marly.

Entrances and exits must be from Stage Left or Stage Right only.
No entrance or exit from the front or back of the stage is permitted.

Exiting into the audience is strictly prohibited.

Performers should check in backstage 5—-7 numbers before their routine.
Prop parents are allowed backstage 3 numbers prior to the routine.

Dressing Rooms
Only same-gender parents and teachers are allowed in designated dressing
areas.

Studios may be required to share dressing room space.

Studios may not reserve or claim dressing areas.

Abuse of dressing room space may result in disqualification.

All participants are responsible for cleaning their areas and removing garbage.

No food or drinks are allowed in dressing areas except water.




Personal items must be cleared after the studio’s final routine in a session or
before awards as directed.

Auditorium Conduct

Keep aisles, stairwells, and exits clear at all times.
Cell phones must be off or on vibrate during performances.
Air horns, clappers, and other noise makers are prohibited.

No food or drink is allowed in the auditorium except for judges and ECEDC staff,
subject to venue rules.

No sitting on the floor near the judges’ area is permitted.

Rehearsing and Floor Use

Stretching, spacing, and rehearsal on the competition stage/floor are not
permitted except during approved breaks.

Any studio delaying the competition because they are rehearsing will receive
a 10-point deduction.

Admission and Seating

There is no spectator admission fee.
Program books will be offered as a digital upload feature for a fee.

Studio directors and teachers may have reserved seating. This is dependent on
each Regional City.

Professional Conduct

Positive attitudes and professional sportsmanship are expected from all dancers,
teachers, directors, and spectators.

Questions regarding routines must be brought by the studio director only.

ECEDC staff communicates by phone or email only with studio directors, not
parents.

Solicitation or advertising of any kind is prohibited.




Event Scheduling

ECEDC events generally begin no earlier than 7:30 a.m. and end no later
than 10:30 p.m.

Friday events will begin after school hours.

ECEDC does not guarantee a fixed scheduling format and may use block or
hybrid scheduling if necessary.

LIABILITY, MEDIA RELEASE, AND FINAL AUTHORITY

Assumption of Risk

Dance and performance activities involve inherent risks of physical injury and
illness.

Participation in ECEDC constitutes acknowledgment and acceptance of those
risks.

Property Damage
Any person causing damage to venue property may:

« disqualify the group with which they are affiliated, and
« be held fully responsible for repair, replacement, and restitution.

Media Release

By registering for and/or performing at ECEDC, participants grant permission for
photographs, video footage, and recordings to be used for promotional purposes
without compensation or additional written consent.

Safety Notice

Because ECEDC is a public event, all attendees are encouraged to:

e supervise children,
« watch personal belongings,
« report suspicious activity to staff,

« remain aware of surroundings.




Rule Changes and Final Authority

Rules, regulations, terms, and conditions are subject to change at any time.
The most current version published by ECEDC shall control.

Any violation of these Rules may result in:

o deductions,

« adjudication-only status,

« ineligibility for Top Ten or Overall Awards,
« disqualification,

« removal from the event,

« denial of future participation.

CONTACT

East Coast Elite Dance Challenge

Toll Free: 1-877-456-9732

Email: information@eastcoastelitedancechallenge.com
Website: eastcoastelitedancechallenge.com




